
MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL LAWS RELATED TO SCHOOL DISCIPLINE 

M.G.L. 71, Chapter 37H 

(a) Any student who is found on school premises or at school­sponsored or school­related                           
events, including athletic games, in possession of a dangerous weapon, including, but not                         
limited to, a gun or a knife; or a controlled substance as defined in chapter ninety­four C,                                 
including, but not limited to, marijuana, cocaine, and heroin, may be subject to expulsion from                             
the school or school district by the principal. 
(b) Any student who assaults a principal, assistant principal, teacher, teacher’s aide or other                           
educational staff on school premises or at school­sponsored or school­related events,                     
including athletic games, may be subject to expulsion from the school or school district by the                               
principal. 
(c) Any student who is charged with a violation of either paragraph (a) or (b) shall be notified                                   
in writing of an opportunity for a hearing; provided, however, that the student may have                             
representation, along with the opportunity to present evidence and witnesses at said hearing                         
before the principal. After said hearing, a principal may, in his discretion, decide to suspend                             
rather than expel a student who has been determined by the principal to have violated either                               
paragraph (a) or (b). 
(d) Any student who has been expelled from a school district pursuant to these provisions                             
shall have the right to appeal to the superintendent. The expelled student shall have ten days                               
from the date of the expulsion in which to notify the superintendent of his appeal. The student                                 
has the right to counsel at a hearing before the superintendent. The subject matter of the                               
appeal shall not be limited solely to a factual determination of whether the student has                             
violated any provisions of this section. 
(e) Any school district that suspends or expels a student under this section shall continue to                               
provide educational services to the student during the period of suspension or expulsion,                         
under section 21 of chapter 76. If the student moves to another district during the period of                                 
suspension or expulsion, the new district of residence shall either admit the student to its                             
schools or provide educational services to the student in an education service plan, under                           
section 21 of chapter 76. 
 
M. G.L. 71, Chapter 37H ½ 
 
(1) Upon the issuance of a criminal complaint charging a student with a felony or upon the                                 
issuance of a felony delinquency complaint against a student, the principal or headmaster of a                             
school in which the student is enrolled may suspend such student for a period of time                               
determined appropriate by said principal or headmaster if said principal or headmaster                       
determines that the student’s continued presence in school would have a substantial                       
detrimental effect on the general welfare of the school. The student shall receive written                           



notification of the charges and the reasons for such suspension prior to such suspension                           
taking effect. The student shall also receive written notification of his right to appeal and the                               
process for appealing such suspension; provided, however, that such suspension shall                     
remain in effect prior to any appeal hearing conducted by the superintendent. 
 
The student shall have the right to appeal the suspension to the superintendent. The student                             
shall notify the superintendent in writing of his request for an appeal no later than five                               
calendar days following the effective date of the suspension. The superintendent shall hold a                           
hearing with the student and the student’s parent or guardian within three calendar days of                             
the student’s request for an appeal. At the hearing, the student shall have the right to present                                 
oral and written testimony on his behalf, and shall have the right to counsel. The                             
superintendent shall have the authority to overturn or alter the decision of the principal or                             
headmaster, including recommending an alternate educational program for the student. The                     
superintendent shall render a decision on the appeal within five calendar days of the hearing.                             
Such decision shall be the final decision of the city, town or regional school district with regard                                 
to the suspension. 
 
(2) Upon a student being convicted of a felony or upon an adjudication or admission in court                                 
of guilt with respect to such a felony or felony delinquency, the principal or headmaster of a                                 
school in which the student is enrolled may expel said student if such principal or headmaster                               
determines that the student’s continued presence in school would have a substantial                       
detrimental effect on the general welfare of the school. The student shall receive written                           
notification of the charges and reasons for such expulsion prior to such expulsion taking                           
effect. The student shall also receive written notification of his right to appeal and the process                               
for appealing such expulsion; provided, however, that the expulsion shall remain in effect prior                           
to any appeal hearing conducted by the superintendent. 

The student shall have the right to appeal the expulsion to the superintendent. The student                             
shall notify the superintendent, in writing, of his request for an appeal no later than five                               
calendar days following the effective date of the expulsion. The superintendent shall hold a                           
hearing with the student and the student’s parent or guardian within three calendar days of                             
the expulsion. At the hearing, the student shall have the right to present oral and written                               
testimony on his behalf, and shall have the right to counsel. The superintendent shall have the                               
authority to overturn or alter the decision of the principal or headmaster, including                         
recommending an alternate educational program for the student. The superintendent shall                     
render a decision on the appeal within five calendar days of the hearing. Such decision shall                               
be the final decision of the city, town or regional school district with regard to the expulsion. 

Any school district that suspends or expels a student under this section shall continue to                             
provide educational services to the student during the period of suspension or expulsion,                         
under section 21 of chapter 76. If the student moves to another district during the period of                                 
suspension or expulsion, the new district of residence shall either admit the student to its                             



schools or provide educational services to the student under an education service plan, under                           
section 21 of chapter 76. 
 
M. G.L. 71, Chapter 3 7H ¾  

(a) This section shall govern the suspension and expulsion of students enrolled in a public                             
school in the commonwealth who are not charged with a violation of subsections (a) or (b) of                                 
section 37H or with a felony under section 37H½ . 

(b) Any principal, headmaster, superintendent or other person acting as a decision­maker at                         
a student meeting or hearing, when deciding the consequences for the student, shall exercise                           
discretion; consider ways to re­engage the student in the learning process; and avoid using                           
expulsion as a consequence until other remedies and consequences have been employed. 
(c) For any suspension or expulsion under this section, the principal or headmaster of a                             
school in which the student is enrolled, or a designee, shall provide, to the student and to the                                   
parent or guardian of the student, notice of the charges and the reason for the suspension or                                 
expulsion in English and in the primary language spoken in the home of the student. The                               
student shall receive the written notification and shall have the opportunity to meet with the                             
principal or headmaster, or a designee, to discuss the charges and reasons for the                           
suspension or expulsion prior to the suspension or expulsion taking effect. The principal or                           
headmaster, or a designee, shall ensure that the parent or guardian of the student is included                               
in the meeting, provided that such meeting may take place without the parent or guardian only                               
if the principal or headmaster, or a designee, can document reasonable efforts to include the                             
parent or guardian in that meeting. The department shall promulgate rules and regulations                         
that address a principal’s duties under this subsection and procedures for including parents in                           
student exclusion meetings, hearings or interviews under this subsection. 
(d) If a decision is made to suspend or expel the student after the meeting, the principal or                                   
headmaster, or a designee, shall update the notification for the suspension or expulsion to                           
reflect the meeting with the student. If a student has been suspended or expelled for more                               
than 10 school days for a single infraction or for more than 10 school days cumulatively for                                 
multiple infractions in any school year, the student and the parent or guardian of the student                               
shall also receive, at the time of the suspension or expulsion decision, written notification of a                               
right to appeal and the process for appealing the suspension or expulsion in English and in                               
the primary language spoken in the home of the student; provided, however, that the                           
suspension or expulsion shall remain in effect prior to any appeal hearing. The principal or                             
headmaster or a designee shall notify the superintendent in writing, including, but not limited                           
to, by electronic means, of any out­of­school suspension imposed on a student enrolled in                           
kindergarten through grade 3 prior to such suspension taking effect. That notification shall                         
describe the student’s alleged misconduct and the reasons for suspending the student                       
out­of­school. For the purposes of this section, the term “out­of­school suspension” shall                       
mean a disciplinary action imposed by school officials to remove a student from participation                           
in school activities for 1 day or more. 



(e) A student who has been suspended or expelled from school for more than 10 school days                                 
for a single infraction or for more than 10 school days cumulatively for multiple infractions in                               
any school year shall have the right to appeal the suspension or expulsion to the                             
superintendent. The student or a parent or guardian of the student shall notify the                           
superintendent in writing of a request for an appeal not later than 5 calendar days following                               
the effective date of the suspension or expulsion; provided, that a student and a parent or                               
guardian of the student may request, and if so requested, shall be granted an extension of up                                 
to 7 calendar days. The superintendent or a designee shall hold a hearing with the student                               
and the parent or guardian of the student within 3 school days of the student’s request for an                                   
appeal; provided that a student or a parent or guardian of the student may request and, if so                                   
requested, shall be granted an extension of up to 7 calendar days; provided further, that the                               
superintendent, or a designee, may proceed with a hearing without a parent or guardian of the                               
student if the superintendent, or a designee, makes a good faith effort to include the parent or                                 
guardian. At the hearing, the student shall have the right to present oral and written testimony,                               
cross­examine witnesses and shall have the right to counsel. The superintendent shall render                         
a decision on the appeal in writing within 5 calendar days of the hearing. That decision shall                                 
be the final decision of the school district with regard to the suspension or expulsion. 
(f) No student shall be suspended or expelled from a school or school district for a time period                                   
that exceeds 90 school days, beginning the first day the student is removed from an assigned                               
school building. 

Any school district that suspends or expels a student under this section shall continue to                             
provide educational services to the student during the period of suspension or expulsion,                         
under section 21 of chapter 76. If the student moves to another district during the period of                                 
suspension or expulsion, the new district of residence shall either admit the student to its                             
schools or provide educational services to the student under an education service plan, under                           
section 21 of chapter 76. 
 


